
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE SEIZURE OF 

THE MIT SKIPPER WITH INTERNATIONAL 

MARITIME ORGANIZATION NUMBER 

9304667 

ORDER 

No. 25-sz-50 (ZMF) 

On November 26, 2025, the Court authorized the government's application to seize the 

MT Skipper in international waters pursuant to established legal authority. 

On December 10, 2025, U.S. authorities executed the seizure warrant in international 

waters. 1

"Transparency requires courts to timely unseal-with redactions if needed-every judicial 

decision, including [seizure] warrants." In re Search of One Device & Two Individuals under Rule 

41, 784 F. Supp. 3d 234, 255 (D.D.C. 2025). Given that the subject of the warrant is no longer 

secret, the government now moves to partially unseal it seizure warrant application, search 

warrant, and its affidavit in support. Because the government has separately provided reasons for 

sealing to still apply as to the details of its investigation, the Court permitted the government to 

submit redacted copies of its documents. 

1 It is commendable that the U.S. Attorney's office sought court approval before taking action in 
international waters. This is what the rule of law requires. 
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